REGIONAL NEWS

Jury: Oil Sprayed on Floor Led to,Ladde'r%-_':f”._':"',

Delay Da::zczge.t Expected.. .
To Push Award ta $ 1 le

BY MICHAEL A. RICCARDI
Of the Legal Staff

casc, EPC was the remalnmg dcfendant

The generator.was leaking oil, which
cnvered the floor of the room. The gen-
- erator was not tuined off in favor of buy-

-' . ing electric I'rpm the I_’ECO_Energy_ Co.
. grid; Lentz said, forcing Schaller to use a

" ladder on an oil-laden floor.

fire-alarm installer d‘l‘ldse ladder;:ﬁ_;--"'
- Xslipped out from under him ‘was -
awarded more than $700,000 by a -

Philadelphia jury, « *ltturney Gavm 4 Lentz_ﬁ
. one-half of delibération, jurors reported a

said yesterday.

The award is expectcd to tup $l nulllon'-f.';;g
when delay damages are figured in, said
Lentz of Bochetto & Lentz, who re|1re-=j:-:_~
sented the plamnffs Thomas and Mary: :

Schaller.

In December 1991 'Ihomas Schaller\ -
was performing a fire-alarm installationin -
a roum containing an. electric; generator,’?jf‘.aparunent building uwners 20 percent to
atop The Philadelphian condominiui on v

Pennsylvania Avenuc in the c1ty, Lcmzl

said.

Corp., which ran the | generato o}supply;-_-__
- eye,: lle is left—arm dolmmnt Leutz-

With The Pluladelpluan setthng in thef, e

electricity to the building.

The room was nccupled l)y the EPC_"‘ .

" ‘The' ladder’ slipped - out from under
*Schaller and shattered his left arm, which
lu,came caught init.

After . what Lentz’ sald was 3 day and

‘unanimous verdict . of $700,000 for
"> Thomas Schaller’s wage loss, other eco-

Mary Schaller.was awarded a $50,000 ver-
dict on her loss of consort:um claim.

: Jurors said ‘that' EPC “was 80 percent
respuns1blc for Schaller’s i injuties and the

: bl-nne, Lentz ‘said, L

nas Schallers left arm mjury ls of
onsequence “to him_ bealuse e
' has oie eye as the result of a childhood
:."acc1dent Since.Schaller uses only his left

nomic’ damages and pain and suffering.

Schaller sustained traumauc nrthntls

from the injury, as well as broken ribs and -
*'_ - there were rags and socks stuffed i

a rotator cuff injury, Lentz said.

The shattered forearm required three

surgeries to restore 75 percent use, Lentz
said. Due to the loss of use, Schaller was

unable to continue to do highly-paid work -
installing alarm systems. He was retrained - sa
for lower-paid desk work Schaller also--

suffered permanent scarring,.

The verdict came after a one-week trial
before Judge Paul Ribner. Lentz said that
while informal talki_uiére held between
the parties, no formal séttlement offer was

ever tendered in more th:m three years of i . 7
- : % -~ from the faris, so he could not kne

"was something. wrong: with plac

_'ladder on the floor,” Lentz said. -

litigation. " " -

A settlement master in . tlle Day._i

Bacloward program ar:cordmg to Lentz,

had valued the case at about $350,000, but -

there were no indications that t.he dcfense_if. feet on’ tlle buttum of the ladder

side was prepared to; offer'more dla|1'~'
s '_‘f‘ﬁ-Lentz said. "Absent the oily floor,

$50,000, he explained.

Leitz said that he fiad to prove- that thié
massive, 10-foot by 30-foot engine, which -
had a 220-gallon oil tank, actually spewed
oil on the floor of the génerator room, a5 .
the defense demed that Lhe ladder had to f._g_ I

*ﬁw:‘
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bc placed on'an viled ﬂoul‘
“Pictures of the engine sho“

plug leaks,” Lentz said. In-additio

Were coolmg fans in the room tha

to spread the oil.
The defense, Lentz said, also
say that Schaller was to blame for

- the ladder on a slippery floor. Sch:

hurt on the third day that he we
the generator room. But before th

_the accident, he used” A-frame
-:which are more stable than the
*Indder that slipped out froin unde

= “Owr client didn't see the mist |

; *Their expert admittcd that the

“the, hlghest imewn friction coef

not have shpped It was as if it h:

"_mtentlonally pulled from .und
- client,

Defeuse Lounsel in the case, was
Innelll nf Harrls & Sllverman



